
guidance And SOLUTIONS FOR milk service

Coping with the 
Milk Carton Shortage:

American Dairy Association 
North East  

is committed to helping 
your district find ways to continue 

uninterrupted milk service 
for all students.  

Consider the equipment options  
listed here, and contact us at 

 schools@milk4u.org  
to learn more.

NutritionConnection.org
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Suggested Milk Service Equipment
Please refer to your individual school district’s  
procedure on equipment purchases.

As school districts across the country 
look for ways to handle the current 
milk carton supply chain shortage,  

we want you to know 
we’re here to support you.

MILK EQUIPMENT
OPTIONS

A

  	 Cambro Manufacturing 
	 Beverage Dispenser
	 Click here for Specs and Info

 	 Silver King® Refrigerated 
	 Milk Dispenser
	 Click here for Specs and Info

 	 Insulated Bags and Dividers
	 Click here for Specs and Info

 	 No Lift Pouring Aid
	 ½ Gallons and 2-liter Jugs
	 Click here for Specs and Info

A

Note: In addition to the items listed here, please also 
consider reaching out to equipment vendors such as these:

Gerharz 	 Gerharzequipment.com    	 800.773.1844

Hubert      	 HubertMilkDispensers.com	 877.276.7773

Lebron	 Lebronrestaurantsupply.com   	 407.933.0555

mailto:schools%40milk4u.org?subject=Milk%20Service%20Alternatives
http://NutritionConnection.org
https://www.cambro.com/Products/insulated-beverage-transport/ultra-camtainers/
https://www.silverking.com/product/majestic-milk-dispenser-115v-60hz-1ph-1-6a-2-valve-2-6-gallon-crates-shipboard-legs-nema-5-15p/
https://www.norriscorp.com/product/blue-select-milk-crate-bag/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00VI0LUZA?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_sms_apin_dp_T7NP5C6R1RP1C0J11CT2&starsLeft=1&language=en-US&th=1
https://gerharzequipment.com/
https://www.hubert.com/search/Milk%2B%2BDispensers?departmentSearch=All%20Departments
http://Lebronrestaurantsupply.com


Below is an archive of the most  
up-to-date information and 
guidance from the USDA as  
well as from state education  
and agriculture departments  
within our 6-state region. 
Please use these links as a reference to your  
state’s latest information relating to the milk  
carton supply shortages. As more resources  
become available, we will continue to post  
new information at NutritionConnection.org
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USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
Click here for Clarification of Allowable Flexibilities  
for Child Nutrition Programs Experiencing Milk  
Supply Shortages

Pennsylvania
Click here for the Pennsylvania Department of  
Education Q&A Memo

Maryland:
Click here for the Maryland Department of  
Education Memo

New York: 
Click here for the New York State Department of  
Education Memo 
Click here for a letter from Upstate Niagara  
Cooperative, Inc.

New Jersey:
Click here for the New Jersey Department of  
Education Memo 

Virginia: 
Click here for the Virginia Department of  
Education Memo
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To:  School Food Service Directors/Managers

From:  Child Nutrition Program Administration

Date:  Tuesday, October 31, 2023

Subject:  Allowable Flexibilities for School Meal Programs Experiencing Milk Supply Shortages

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF

NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

O�ce of P-20 Education Policy

Child Nutrition Program Administration

89 Washington Avenue, Room 375 EBA, Albany, NY 12234

Phone: (518) 473-8781 Fax: (518) 473-0018

Due to the unexpected nationwide shortage of paper milk cartons, many School Food Authorities

(SFAs) are not able to obtain milk in half pints for their school meals programs. Although SFAs are

expected to meet the Iuid milk requirements to the greatest extent possible, supply chain

disruptions, including disruptions that limit milk variety or aHect serving size, are considered a

temporary emergency condition. In these instances, SFAs are allowed to serve and claim meals during

the emergency period by:

pouring milk from larger containers into individual cups,  

oHering one type of milk instead of a variety,

oHering an alternate form of Iuid milk such as low-fat or fat-free lactose-free milk or reduced-

lactose Iuid milk, or
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https://nutritionconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Pennsylvania-DoE-QA.pdf
https://nutritionconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Maryland-DoE-Memo.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/news/2023/new-york-state-departments-agriculture-markets-and-education-working-collaboratively
https://nutritionconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Upstate-Niagara-Coop-Letter.pdf
https://nutritionconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/New-Jersey-DoE-Memo.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/school-operations-support-services/school-nutrition
mailto:schools%40milk4u.org?subject=Milk%20Service%20Alternatives
http://NutritionConnection.org

