
Below is an archive of the most  
up-to-date information and 
guidance from the USDA as  
well as from state education  
and agriculture departments  
within our 6-state region. 
Please use these links as a reference to your  
state’s latest information relating to the milk  
carton supply shortages. As more resources  
become available, we will continue to post  
new information at NutritionConnection.org
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USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
Click here for Clarification of Allowable Flexibilities  
for Child Nutrition Programs Experiencing Milk  
Supply Shortages

Pennsylvania
Click here for the Pennsylvania Department of  
Education Q&A Memo

Maryland:
Click here for the Maryland Department of  
Education Memo

New York: 
Click here for the New York State Department of  
Education Memo 
Click here for a letter from Upstate Niagara  
Cooperative, Inc.

New Jersey:
Click here for the New Jersey Department of  
Education Memo 

Virginia: 
Click here for the Virginia Department of  
Education Memo
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To:  School Food Service Directors/Managers

From:  Child Nutrition Program Administration

Date:  Tuesday, October 31, 2023

Subject:  Allowable Flexibilities for School Meal Programs Experiencing Milk Supply Shortages

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF

NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

O�ce of P-20 Education Policy

Child Nutrition Program Administration

89 Washington Avenue, Room 375 EBA, Albany, NY 12234

Phone: (518) 473-8781 Fax: (518) 473-0018

Due to the unexpected nationwide shortage of paper milk cartons, many School Food Authorities

(SFAs) are not able to obtain milk in half pints for their school meals programs. Although SFAs are

expected to meet the Iuid milk requirements to the greatest extent possible, supply chain

disruptions, including disruptions that limit milk variety or aHect serving size, are considered a

temporary emergency condition. In these instances, SFAs are allowed to serve and claim meals during

the emergency period by:

pouring milk from larger containers into individual cups,  

oHering one type of milk instead of a variety,

oHering an alternate form of Iuid milk such as low-fat or fat-free lactose-free milk or reduced-

lactose Iuid milk, or
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Coping with the 
Milk Carton Shortage:

schools@milk4u.org
NutritionConnection.org
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/clarification-allowable-flexibilities-programs-experiencing-milk-shortage
https://nutritionconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Pennsylvania-DoE-QA.pdf
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